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Housing project funded
After 30 years,
affordable build
can finally begin
BY DEBORAH S. MORRIS

A controversial affordable
housing development opposed
since 1978 could break ground
early next year, Suffolk County
Executive Steve Bellone said
Wednesday.
The project, Matinecock
Court in East Northport, has the
needed all of its $66 million in
funding in place, Bellone said at
an event to sign legislation committing more than $2.5 million
in infrastructure funding toward the development.
“It’s been a long time coming
to get us to this milestone, too
long,” Bellone said. “But by the
perseverance of so many people
in this room and those who
came before us, we are, with
what we do today, making it easier to live on Long Island and
hopefully creating a model ... —
and I believe we are — that will
demonstrate clearly the value of
inclusive and affordable hous-
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Long Island Builders Institute CEO Mitch Pally congratulates Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone.
ing to everyone in the community.”
The project has faced
decades of local opposition
tinged with racism, and was the
catalyst for two lawsuits filed
against the Town of Huntington. Housing Help, which originally backed the development,

and the Huntington branch of
the NAACP development sued
over violations of the Federal
Fair Housing Act. The case
made it to the Supreme Court,
where a lower-court ruling was
upheld. The other case was settled.
Bellone was joined by Mitch

Pally, chief executive officer,
Long Island Builders Institute,
Ed Nitkewicz, Autism Speaks,
Elaine Gross, ERASE Racism,
and a host of others at the Long
Island Builders Institute in Islandia for the signing.The
project will be developed by
Huntington-based Blue Sea De-

velopment, in partnership with
Greenlawn-based Matinecock
Court Housing Development
Fund Corp., which owns the
land and is an affiliate of Housing Help Inc. The permits and
approvals are in place to begin
construction, Bellone said.
The community will be on a
14.5-acre site at the intersection
of Elwood and Pulaski roads. It
will be comprised of 17 twostory buildings featuring 146
one-, two- and three-bedroom
garden apartment-style walkups, each with an exterior entrance. There will be 70 rental
units, including one nonrentbearing one for a superintendent. Of the remaining rental
units, eight will be set aside for
those designated by the New
York State Office for People
with Developmental Disabilities
as eligible.
The remaining 76 units will
be owner-occupied, with Habitat for Humanity constructing 15
units within the development. A
community
building
and
sewage treatment plant also will
be constructed on the property.
Gross said the day was a victory, but all the stakeholders
need to keep up the momentum
for future projects.
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A Long Beach man was indicted Wednesday for allegedly
running a meth lab out of his
garage and creating a “grave risk
of death” for neighbors because
of the risk of explosion.
Jovin Weinstock, 41, pleaded
not guilty to the charges at his arraignment Wednesday in Nassau criminal court. His defense
attorney, Mitchell Barnett, later
said investigators didn’t find
methamphetamine or residue of
the drug at the location.
Weinstock, a licensed clinical
laboratory technologist, was arrested May 10 after authorities
responded to a neighbor’s 911
call and found him unconscious,
in respiratory distress and naked
on the lawn of his West Beech
Street home, officials said. He
pleaded not guilty nearly a week

later from a hospital bed.
The grand jury indictment, unsealed before acting Nassau
Supreme Court Justice Francis
Ricigliano in Mineola, charged
Weinstock with the unlawful
manufacture
of
methamphetamine, possession of lab
equipment and meth precursors,
reckless endangerment, and
criminal possession of a controlled substance.
Specialized teams from multiple law enforcement agencies responded to Weinstock’s home in
May, including Nassau Fire Marshalls Hazmat, the Nassau police
Arson-Bomb Squad, State Police
C-Cert Unit, the FBI and DEA.
“This defendant allegedly ran
a clandestine drug lab out of his
Long Beach home,” Nassau
County District Attorney Madeline Singas said in a statement. “I
thank the many first responders
who secured the chaotic scene

and ensured that no one was
hurt by the potentially explosive
chemicals allegedly found inside
the house.”
Law enforcement officials
said they uncovered the illicit
drug operation while determining how Weinstock ended up unconscious on his lawn. Investigators then evacuated surrounding
homes in case of an explosion.
“Upon entering his home and
detached garage, they [authorities] allegedly found scientific
lab equipment, including glassware, tubing, measuring equipment and a ventilation system,”
the district attorney’s office said
in a statement. “They also allegedly found various chemicals,
including acid, denatured alcohol and an unknown substance
in a triple neck flask that was
being stirred on a lab hot plate.”
Authorities also recovered
“289 store-bought and packaged

HOWARD SCHNAPP

Long Beach man indicted
on meth-making charges

Jovin Weinstock appears at Nassau courthouse on Wednesday.
tablets of Sudafed, a precursor
for the manufacturing of
methamphetamine, handwritten
chemical equations and notations for the creation of nitrotoluene and methaqualone
[quaaludes], instructions on
how to manufacture methamphetamine, store-bought solvents and 15 clonazepam pills.”
Weinstock “denies ever making meth,” Barnett said outside
court. ”Actually no meth was
found at the location at all.”

Any chemicals discovered at
Weinstock’s home could have
“innocent purposes,” Barnett
said. “I think most of the stuff
that was found there is found in
anybody’s garage.”
Bail was set Wednesday at
$100,000 cash or $100,000 bond,
which Weinstock did not post.
He has remained in custody
since his May arrest, and is due
back in court Jan. 13. If convicted, he faces a maximum of
2 1/3 to seven years in prison.

