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After 30 years,
affordable build
can finally begin

BY DEBORAH S. MORRIS

deborah.morris@newsday.com

A controversial affordable
housing development opposed
since 1978 could break ground
early next year, Suffolk County
Executive Steve Bellone said
Wednesday.

The project, Matinecock
Court in East Northport, has the
needed all of its $66 million in
funding in place, Bellone said at
an event to sign legislation com-
mitting more than $2.5 million
in infrastructure funding to-
ward the development.

“It’s been a long time coming
to get us to this milestone, too
long,” Bellone said. “But by the
perseverance of so many people
in this room and those who
came before us, we are, with
what we do today, making it eas-
ier to live on Long Island and
hopefully creating a model ... —
and I believe we are — that will
demonstrate clearly the value of
inclusive and affordable hous-
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Long Island Builders Institute CEO Mitch Pally congratulates Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone.

ing to everyone in the commu-
nity.”

The project has faced
decades of local opposition
tinged with racism, and was the
catalyst for two lawsuits filed
against the Town of Hunting-
ton. Housing Help, which origi-
nally backed the development,

and the Huntington branch of
the NAACP development sued
over violations of the Federal
Fair Housing Act. The case
made it to the Supreme Court,
where a lower-court ruling was
upheld. The other case was set-
tled.

Bellone was joined by Mitch

Pally, chief executive officer,
Long Island Builders Institute,
Ed Nitkewicz, Autism Speaks,
Elaine Gross, ERASE Racism,
and a host of others at the Long
Island Builders Institute in Is-
landia for the signingThe
project will be developed by
Huntington-based Blue Sea De-

funded

Q
g
=
9
z
2
9
=z
o
e}
>

velopment, in partnership with
Greenlawn-based Matinecock
Court Housing Development
Fund Corp., which owns the
land and is an affiliate of Hous-
ing Help Inc. The permits and
approvals are in place to begin
construction, Bellone said.

The community will be on a
14.5-acre site at the intersection
of Elwood and Pulaski roads. It
will be comprised of 17 two-
story buildings featuring 146
one-, two- and three-bedroom
garden apartment-style walk-
ups, each with an exterior en-
trance. There will be 70 rental
units, including one nonrent-
bearing one for a superinten-
dent. Of the remaining rental
units, eight will be set aside for
those designated by the New
York State Office for People
with Developmental Disabilities
as eligible.

The remaining 76 units will
be owner-occupied, with Habi-
tat for Humanity constructing 15
units within the development. A
community  building  and
sewage treatment plant also will
be constructed on the property.

Gross said the day was a vic-
tory, but all the stakeholders
need to keep up the momentum
for future projects.
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